Extra-pulmonary small cell carcinoma of the neopharynx: case report and review of neopharyngeal tumours after total laryngectomy.
We report the first documented case in the world literature of primary extra-pulmonary small cell carcinoma occurring in the neopharynx following laryngectomy. We present a case report and a review of the world literature regarding the management of tumours of the neopharynx and extra-pulmonary small cell carcinoma. The paucity of cases of extra-pulmonary small cell carcinoma has resulted in many departments managing this neoplasm similarly to pulmonary small cell cancer. However, the site of the primary can have an impact on disease survival and treatment options. Neopharyngeal small cell carcinoma has not previously been reported. It should be managed in the same way as other extra-pulmonary small cell carcinomas occurring within the pharynx or larynx, with combined multi-drug chemotherapy and radiotherapy. Surgery has a limited role due to the aggressiveness of the disease and the high risk of local and distant spread at presentation.